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NUMBER OF BAPTISMS:   23 

 INFANTS: 19 

 UNDER 18: 3 

 OVER 18: 1 

FIRST COMMUNIONS:      44* 

CONFIRMATIONS:            31* 

WEDDINGS:    7 

FUNERALS:   19 

 

 

  

Sacramental Report 

The Sacrament Classes of 2020 and 2021 

*Please note these numbers are higher because these sacraments were not  
celebrated at their normal times due to COVID.   
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FR. JOHN’S REPORT 

 

Dear Parishioners of St. Raphael the Archangel Parish, 

 A few weeks ago, our parish came together for the 
first time in many months to enjoy our parish picnic. It was 
an event our parish needed after so many months apart. 
Many people, including both current and former parishion-
ers and friends from the neighborhood, came out to enjoy 
the Friday and Saturday festivities. I know I speak for our 
whole community in thanking our picnic committee and the 
many volunteers who worked countless hours on the picnic. 
May God reward your generosity to us! 

 One of the rides at the picnic is pictured on this 
page. As you can see from the photo, the ride went in a cir-
cle, with part of the circle going up into the air, before turn-
ing and heading back toward the ground. When I would 
walk back to the rectory for more water, the kids on the ride 
who were still up high would wave and 
call out to me. I would say “Hi” back to 
them. Reflecting now on this experience 
of watching the ride go up and down, it 
seems like an appropriate image for the 
year past and the year to come. 

 We seemed after the lockdowns 
to be somewhat on the ascent. We began 
to have Mass in public, celebrated gradu-
ation and the sacraments for the sacra-
mental classes of 2020, and welcomed 
our students back to school. Then came 
the spike in Coronavirus cases over the 
winter. Although we had a virtual auction 
and in-person Masses and school continuing, there was lit-
tle else going on at the parish. It seemed as if we were on a 
downhill descent.  

 Then, things turned around. After the release of the 
vaccines and the approach of warmer weather, cases de-
clined, those vaccinated were able to take off their masks in 
church, and we seemed to be on a general ascent to normal 
life.  

 In late July, things took another decline, with the 
city mandating masks again and Coronavirus cases spiking 
due to the delta variant.  

 The question is, where will this ride of the Corona-
virus take us next? Up or down?  

 Unfortunately for us, we do not have the benefit 

our kids did on this ride of seeing where it would go next. 
We do get glimpses through the experts and their data, but 
we do not have the certainty that our young people did at 
the picnic.   

 Our desire remains to return to as normal a parish 
life as is possible. This begins by having as many people as 
feel comfortable attending Mass, particularly on Sundays, 
and having as normal a school experience for our students 
as possible. After these priorities, we desire to enjoy our 
regular activities, including CYC games, regular parish 
meetings and gatherings, and special events like the trivia 
night and dinner auction.  

 In deciding on what will go on and what this will 
all look like, we will be guided by two principle virtues: 
docility and prudence. 

 Docility means that we will re-
main teachable as a parish community. 
As the Archdiocese and health officials 
learn more about the virus and pass on 
this data to us, we will use it to inform 
our decisions on future events and poli-
cies. 

 Prudence is a virtue that means 
finding the right road to the final goal, 
which for us as a parish family is a 
healthy, safe, and holy community. How 
these goals are achieved is through pru-
dence. One who is prudent is not timid 
nor overly rash. Often times, prudence is 

trying to find the middle path between the different choices 
presented.  

 As we continue on this ride of Coronavirus, I ask 
that we all pray to our patron St. Raphael for a lessening of 
the pandemic so we can continue to ascend as a communi-
ty. I also ask that we pray for those who have been affected 
in any way by the pandemic and that the Lord will continue 
to sustain those in the medical field who care for the sick 
and to guide us through this time. I also ask your prayers 
for me and for our parish leadership that we be inspired by 
the Holy Spirit to be the leaders this time demands.   

Sincerely, 

Fr. John  
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ST. RAPHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 

FINANCIAL DISCUSSION FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 On behalf of our Finance Committee, we are 

happy to present to you our financial statements for the 

fiscal year ending June 30, 2021.  

 During this period, many parishes saw a down-

turn in donations. Our parish beat this trend, with our 

offertory rising 3% over the year. Our weekly average 

offertory is now around $9,000, which was a goal set by 

the Finance Committee several years ago. Your gener-

osity during these unusual times brought about by the 

pandemic causes us to be grateful for and humbled by  

your sacrifices to help us meet this goal.  

 Even with the pandemic and the onset of in-

creasing inflation nationwide, our parish and school 

were able to keep a line on expenses as well. Over the 

period, expenses were down 2%, representing approxi-

mately $33,000. The generosity of time and talent from 

many contributed to our holding the line of expenses in 

these times.  

 Overall since 2018, unrestricted giving is up 

19% and expenses are down about 10%. Both of these 

trend lines are headed in healthy directions for the fu-

ture of our parish and for our school.  

 As we have discussed the last several years, 

having a sufficient operational reserve is key to demon-

strate to the Archdiocese our parish commitment to vi-

brancy. We ended the period with unrestricted available 

funds of around $700,000. This spike in reserves is 

thanks to your generosity, as well as to recent govern-

ment programs that have assisted us through the pan-

demic. This means we now have more monies available 

in our reserve than the Archdiocese requires us to have. 

This type of support truly demonstrates our commitment 

to a bright future here at St. Raphael. Thank you for 

helping us to continue to demonstrate that small, vibrant 

parishes are practical and important in our day.  

 We are happy to announce that the major part of 

the church roofing project is complete. While the roofer 

and our roofing consultant need to both sign-off on the 

finished product, we are impressed so far with the look 

and security the new roof gives to our church. Our next 

major project will be to replace the roof on our school 

building. We anticipate the shingle roof to be replaced 

this fall and the flat roof to be replaced next spring.  

 As we look ahead to this fiscal year, we contin-

ue to use a conservative budgetary philosophy. This 

helps to position us well on both revenue and expenses 

for what may come during the next fiscal year. The im-

portance of such a philosophy is emphasized now with 

the uncertainty caused by the Coronavirus and its con-

tinued impact on our community, nation, and world. 

While we are showing a small operational surplus for 

this year and have healthy reserves, both of these hard-

won gains can be reversed. In just the first weeks of this 

fiscal year, we have had approximately $60,000 of un-

expected expenses due to maintenance and repairs to 

our facilities. We continue to rely on everyone’s support 

to help us have the financial resources to meet these 

challenges and others that will come up this fiscal year. 

Additionally, our school is beginning to plan for the fu-

ture through the school improvement process. We know 

that this process will identify needed areas of additional 

investment to keep our school vibrant and strong. 

Through your support, we know we can meet these 

goals to provide the best for our youngest parishioners.  

 Thank you again for your great support of our 

parish and school. We will continue to work with Fr. 

John and Mrs. Hayes to be the best stewards of your 

gifts to St. Raphael Parish.  
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SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 
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SCHOOL REPORT  

SCENES IN THE LIFE OF OUR SCHOOL 

Mr. John McDermott: Physical Education  

 

I am happy to be back and we are having fun in PE. 

We kicked off the year with some team building activ-

ities, including this one, Hula Hoop Hut Relay.  

Students work on teams to build these huts out of hula 

hoops. A team of 6th and 8th graders was able to build 

a three-story hut! Well done!  

 

Third Grade News: Ms. Susan Polson  

 

Third Grade is off to a great start. We are reading Sto-

ryworks Magazine and enjoying oral reading with a 

lot of expression on a selection of plays. We have 

played a Math Game on the board, adding 2 digits 

plus 2 digits. We are learning about the 12 Apostles 

for religion and their symbols in church art. Our 

school song, Trading Our Sorrows, has been fun to 

hear and watch on the NEW SmartBoards. Yes, Lord!  

 

 

 

Mr. Leonard Kraudel: Science/STREAM (4-5-6-7-

8)  

 

4th Grade Science Class is learning about Newton’s 

First Law of Motion (INERTIA—an object at rest  

will stay at rest, and an object in motion will stay in 

motion). Also FORCE, GRAVITY, and FRICTION.  

 

5th Grade Science is learning about MASS, VOL-

UME, and DENSITY of different objects and liquids.  

 

Mrs. Sioux Roslawski: Literature & English (6-7-8)  

 

The 6th, 7th, and 8th graders have been working on 

pieces about themselves. The 6th graders have crafted  

memoir menus and random autobiographies. The 7th 

and 8th graders have composed pieces that use foot- 

notes to help tell the story. All three grades will be 

working on interviewing their families so they can 

write about the day they were born, which is a story 

that is all about them. Except for the stories that are 

told at family gatherings, the students have no 

knowledge about that event in their lives.   



 9 

 

A GROWING AND IMPROVING COMMUNITY OF 

LEARNING + FAITH 

School Enrollment Grades Kindergarten-8th Grade 

2018-2019 152 

2019-2020 167 

2020-2021 177 

2021-2022 181 

Thanks to your generosity, we raised $131,060 for the Angel Appeal last fiscal year. These funds go to direct-

ly impact our students by funding the difference between tuition and the actual cost of running the school. 

At our first virtual auction ever, we raised $108,575.71. These funds help to fund our school as well as provide 

for some needed improvements around our school as well: 

Through the Fund-a-Need from the 

2021 Black and Gold Virtual auction, 

our Pre-K playground has a new look 

and is much safer with turf installed 

throughout the play area.  

Through the last Black 

and Gold Dinner Auc-

tions, we are have a 1-1 

ratio in Chromebooks for 

Grades 4-8. Through the 

EANS program, we are 1

-1 on Chromebooks in 

grades 1-3 as well! 

Thanks to the vision of our parishioners and funding pro-

vided by the Annual Catholic Appeal and by our Alder-

man, we have a safer Preschool Drop-Off and Pick-Up lane 

along Jamieson Avenue. 

We are so grateful for all of these improvements 

with our growing enrollment! 
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Church of  St Raphael the Archangel 

6047 Bishops Place 

Saint Louis, MO 63109 

CONTACT US 

Fr. John Mayo, Pastor    314-352-8100 

   frjohn@straphaelarchangel.org 

Mrs. Diane Halbert, Office Manager  314-352-8100 

   halbert@straphaelarchangel.org 

Mrs. Mickey Janos, Parish Admin.Assistant 314-352-8100 

   janos@straphaelarchangel.org 

Ms. Pam Hager, Parish Support Staff  314-352-8100 

   hager@straphaelarchangel.org 

Mrs. Julie Hayes, Principal   314-352-9474 

   hayes@straphaelarchangel.org 

Mrs. Kathy Shaver, School Secretary  314-352-9474 

   Secretary@straphaelarchangel.org 

Dr. Dan Meshoto, Parish Council  314-452-1017 

Mr. Joe Cyr, Finance Council   314-335-7322 

   jmcyrjr@me.com 

Mrs. Lucy Adams, School Board  314.401.8485  

   schoolboard@straphaelarchangel.org 

Mrs. Casey Kleekamp, Home and School President   

   HSA@straphaelarchangel.org 


