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“We, the parish of  Saint Raphael 
the Archangel, celebrate Jesus as the 
center of  our life.  Through our active 
participation in the Eucharist, we 
strive to recognize Jesus in our daily 
lives and the lives of  others.  Our 
commitment is to grow as a parish 
family, and live this through our reli-
gious, educational, social and civic 
involvements, witnessing to all, our 
faith in God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.” 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Congratulations to Vincent and Regina Rybar.  The couple cele-
brated their wedding Saturday, October 22 at St. Raphael the Arch-
angel Church.  May God continue to bless Vince and Gina as they 
begin their new life together. (photo by Dorinda Peyton Photogra-
phy) 

 
 

SAINT RAPHAEL 
THE ARCHANGEL 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
______________________________________ 

 

 

OCTOBER 30, 2011 
THE THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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   PARISH INFORMATION   
 

REGISTRATION: 

New members are encouraged to  see  one of the 
Parish Priests,  Deacons, or to call the Parish Office 
to register. 
 

BAPTISM: 

Please contact the rectory just before or shortly after 
the birth of your child to make arrangements for 
Baptismal Instructions  and  arrange for a Baptismal 
date.      

 
 

MARRIAGE:  

Those seeking marriage should contact the pastor at 

least six months prior to the intended date of the 

wedding to begin the Church process of marriage 

preparation.      
            
 

R.C.I.A.:  

Please call the rectory for class information.              

 

BULLETIN ARTICLES 
 

All articles for the bulletin are due into the rectory 
office by Noon on the Monday prior to the following 
weekend’s bulletin, unless otherwise stated. Please 
send all bulletin notices to: 

 

parish@straphaelarchangel.org 
 

In case there are any questions, please include your 
name and phone number. 

CLERGY & STAFF 

Rev. Msgr. Henry  J. Breier                            Pastor 
Rev. Richard Suren                  In Residence     
Mr. Gerald J. Geiser            Permanent Deacon  
Mr. Roger Kreitler           Permanent Deacon    
Mr. Peter Abegg             School Principal    
Mrs. Linda Mechler            School Secretary 

Mrs. Diane Halbert                          Office Manager 

Mrs. Amy Ruggeri        Cafeteria Manager 

Mrs. Lisa Mitchell                            Parish Secretary 

Mrs. Mirela Shamija                 Housekeeping 
Mr. Robert Schlueter                   Maintenance 
Mr. Josh Knauer      Maintenance 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Thursday      
 

7:30 am to 4:00 pm 
 

Friday 
 

7:30 am to 1:30 pm 

PHONE NUMBERS: 

Rectory      314-352-8100   
Msgr. Henry Breier                ext 215        
Fr. Suren                  ext 214   
Office Manager      ext 211 
Secretary                ext. 210     
Fax         314-353-6603 
 

School         314-352-9474 
Fax            314-351-7477 
 

Prayer Tree     Please call the rectory 
 

 

EMAIL ADDRESSES: 

Msgr. Henry Breier: 

breier@straphaelarchangel.org 
 

Diane Halbert:  

halbert@straphaelarchangel.org 
 

Lisa Mitchell: 

mitchell@straphaelarchangel.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekends:    Saturday at 4:30 pm   

           Sunday at  8:00 am and 10:00 am 
 

Weekdays:    Monday through Saturday 7:00 am   

                      Monday through Friday 8:00 am 
 

 

HOLY DAYS AND HOLIDAYS 

 

Check Bulletin For Mass Times 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

First Friday of each month  (with exposition)                  
following 8:00 am Mass concluding at 2:00 pm with 
Benediction  
 
 

Subsequent Tuesdays of each month (without expo-
sition)  7:00 am to 2:30 pm 

     

         PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS  
 

Tuesday mornings at 6:50 am 

 

CONFESSIONS 

15 minutes before morning Masses on Tuesday, 

Thursday & Saturday; and 4:00 pm to 4:25 pm Sat-

urday   
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PASTOR’S COLUMN 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
I am asking for your prayers for one of our long-time parishioners, Evelyn Goedeker.  Her health has de-
clined quickly over the past two months.  She and Ray, her husband, would be seen regularly at the 7:00 
am weekday Mass and then Evelyn would walk the neighborhood.  Ray and Evelyn have been married 
for 62 years.  Please keep Ray in your prayers as well, as he suffers through this illness with her.  In addi-
tion, I ask for your prayers for Mr. Ed Immer, the father of Ellen Wright of our parish.  As Ed’s health has 
declined, he has left his home, and taken up residence with Ellen and her husband Dan.   
 
This coming week much of our attention will be directed to the celebration of Halloween as many of the 
children in our neighborhood dress in their finest costumes and roam the neighborhoods in search of 
treats.  This celebration draws our attention as Catholics to the important celebration that falls on Novem-
ber 1st, the Feast of All Saints.  We remember both those who have been publicly recognized by the 
Church for their heroic sanctity of life and those countless other brothers and sisters who have followed 
Christ faithfully in life and have reached the final destiny of their earthly pilgrimage, the Heavenly Jeru-
salem. This is also a gentle reminder that November 1st is a Holy Day of Obligation.  The following day, 
November 2nd, we recall all of our faithfully departed, but most of all we recall those who have gone be-
fore us in faith during the past year.  We pray for our departed because we share with them the hope that, 
through God’s all-merciful love, they, body and soul, will be with the Lord on the Last Day and forever.  
 
The Annual Black and Gold Dinner Auction is around the corner. So many people have been involved in 
the planning and execution of this wonderful event and I again want to express my gratitude to them for 
their hard work.  If you have any questions about the event, please call the rectory.   
 
Msgr. Breier 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Rom 11:29-36; Lk 14:12-14 
Tuesday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14; Ps 24, 1 Jn 3:1-3; 
  Mt 5:1-12a 
Wednesday: Suggested: Wis 3:1-9; Rom 5:5-11 or 
  6:3-9; Jn 6:37-40 or any readings  
  from no. 668 or the Masses for the  
  Dead, nos. 1011-1016 
Thursday: Rom 14:7-12; Lk 15:1-10 
Friday:  Rom 15:14-21; Lk 16:1-8 
Saturday: Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27; Lk 16:9-15 
Sunday: Wis 6:12-16; Ps 63; 1 Thes 4:13-18 
  [13-14]; Mt 25:1-13 

FEAST DAY MASSES 
 

All Saints Day - Tuesday, November 1 

Holy Day of Obligation 
7:00 am, 8:00 am and 7:00 pm 

All Souls Day - Wednesday, November 2 

7:00 am, 8:00 am and 7:00 pm 

DONUT SUNDAY 
 

This Sunday, October 30, is Donut Sunday, follow-
ing the 8 and 10 am Masses.  If you attend Mass on 
Saturday evening, be sure to return on Sunday morn-
ing.  Please come to the gym to enjoy donuts, coffee, 
juice, and milk.  All are most welcome. 

SHARE YOUR GIFTS 
 

The St. Vincent De Paul Society will have a food 
collection on Saturday, November 5 and Sunday, 
November 6.  This collection will benefit the food 
pantry at St. Trinity/St. Stephen located at 517 Koeln 
Avenue.  We sincerely thank you for your continued 
support. 

REST IN PEACE 
 

Danica Willkomm 

Longtime Parishioner 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK 

Monday, October 31 

7:00 am Theresa Wallner 
8:00 am Kara Cummings 
Tuesday, November 1 

7:00 am Howard Sheldon 
8:00 am Giosepina Disemoni 
7:00 pm Parish 
Wednesday, November 2 

7:00 am Rosalind A. Steinkoetter 
8:00 am The Hutton, Jost, Kimling Families 
7:00 pm All Souls 
Thursday, November 3 

7:00 am Ann Goltschman 
8:00 am Special Intention - Richard Cross 
Friday, November 4 

7:00 am Special Intention - Rebecca Cross 
8:00 am Tina & Nicola Indelicato 
Saturday, November 5 

7:00 am Special Intention - Michael Cross 
4:30 pm Joseph Blassie 
Sunday, November 6 

8:00 am Parish 
10:00 am Laura Riganti 

WEEKEND OF  NOVEMBER 5/6 
   4:30 pm   8:00 am   10:00 am 
 

PRIEST:  Father Suren   Father Suren   Monsignor Breier 
 

LECTOR:  Bob Ahrens   Lorraine Gurley  Joan Billing 

 

EUCHARISTIC  Kathy Steck   Mike Lueken   Joan Billing 
MINISTERS  Jerriann Blassie  Katy Connor   Ted Green 
   Kathe Berger   Rosita Koehler  Mary Faith Green 
   Virginia Schaper      Barb Favre 
   Nancy McCarthy      Heather Hays 
           Karen Majda 
           Tom Majda 
           Fred Hodes  
GIFT BEARERS: The Goedeker Family  The Tom Goeddel Family The Cierpiot Family 

SERVERS FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER 31 
TO SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6 

 

Monday through Wednesday 
 

7:00 am Ray Goedeker  Sam Goedeker 

8:00 am Thomas Vollmer Katie Vollmer 
 
 

Wednesday, November 2, All Souls Mass 
 

7:00 pm Quin Indelicato Peyton Follis 
  Henry LeGrand Will Menendez 
 
 

Thursday and Friday 
 

7:00 am Caroline Goeddel Mary Goeddel  

8:00 am Marcus Sullenger Nick Bentz 
 
 

Saturday 
 

7:00 am Caroline Goeddel Mary Goeddel 

4:30 pm Sam Goedeker  Ray Goedeker 
  Nick Bentz 
 

Sunday 

 

8:00 am Caroline Goeddel Mary Goeddel 
  Hannah Horas     

10:00 am Ryan Cierpiot  Jack Harbaugh 
  Quin Indelicato   

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

General Fund                        $5,792.40 
Online Giving                           $331.00    
Legacy of Faith                                     $250.00 
Annual Angel Appeal                       $1,250.00 
World Missions    $572.00 
Peter’s Pence       $20.00 
All Saints Day       $15.00 
Permanent Diaconate      $10.00 
Tuition Assistance               $275.00 
St. Louis Review      $23.00 

“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled.”  

Matthew 23:12 
 

“Exalt” seems like such a pompous word.  Who 
among us would put ourselves on a pedestal and sing 
our own glory?  Yet, that’s what we do when we 
think that we get all the credit for our accomplish-
ments.  We must humbly acknowledge that all we 
have and all we do are results of God’s blessings 
given to us.  Thus, we are called to give back to God 
in gratitude for all that He has given to us. 
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ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT 
 

December 4, 2011  6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

St. Raphael’s Gym 
 

What is it?   
 

We often look toward the Christmas season with a mixture of warmth and weariness, excitement and 
anxiety.  We stress out over our to-do lists; we cover our kitchen counters with cookbooks and menu 
ideas; we triple check our card and gift lists, praying we haven’t forgotten anyone.  Advent by Candlelight 
is an invitation for women to let go of the activities of Christmas and instead focus on the meaning of 
Christmas. 
 

What actually happens at Advent by Candlelight?   
 

Each table hostess provides place settings for her guests.  Both casual and formal approaches are com-
pletely fine; this isn’t a decorating competition by any means! Each hostess determines what type of food 
her table will enjoy together, and each guest brings a dish to share as appropriate (potluck dinner, appetiz-
ers and dessert, dessert only, and so on).  We’ll enjoy fellowship, seasonal music and meaningful reflec-
tion. 
 

Cost 
 

A good will offering will be collected on behalf of Our Lady’s Inn. 

REGISTRATION FORM 
                   

Please turn form into the rectory or the collection basket  
 

Name:________________________________________Phone:________________________________  

 
 

Email:_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

____  Individual Registration-I am willing to sit at any table where there is room. 
 

 
 

____  I am NOT willing to be a hostess, but would like to sit with the following friends:  (Please limit 
to 2 people.  The individuals listed here must register themselves for the event.  Having them on your 
sheet does not guarantee them a spot at the event.  Thank you.) 
 
 

 

____  Table Hostess-I want to invite others to sit with me at a table and be the hostess.  The following 
people will be automatically registered as attending the event.  Further hostess information will be sent 
to you. 
 

 

Questions:  Please call Sue Brandt at 314-704-5304 or Mary Alice Goedeker at 314-749-1216. 
 

 

Table Members (please limit to 8-10 people.  If you have less than 8, individual registrations will be 
added to fill in the table): 
 

 

Name:__________________________________Name:______________________________________ 

 

Name:__________________________________Name:______________________________________ 

 

Name:__________________________________Name:______________________________________ 

 

Name:__________________________________Name:______________________________________ 
 

Name:__________________________________Name:______________________________________ 
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                                     SCHOOL OF  
   SAINT RAPHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 

The mission of  Saint Raphael School is to form our children in the Catholic faith 
with Jesus as our master teacher. We, also, prepare them for the next stage of  their 
lives by striving for academic excellence through an ever-evolving curriculum. We 
rely on all the members of  our school community - the parents, the priests, the 
teachers and the parishioners - to accomplish this endeavor.  

UPCOMING SCHOOL EVENTS 
Monday, October 31 - Halloween Accessory Day 

Monday, October 31 - 2nd Quarter Begins 

Tuesday, November 1 - No School, All Saints Day, Holy Day of Obligation 

Wednesday, November 2 - All Souls Day, All School Mass 8:00 am 

Thursday, November 3 - Early Dismissal, Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Friday, November 4 - No School 

Saturday, November 5 - Black & Gold Dinner Auction 

PRINCIPAL’S COLUMN 
Dear Friends, 
 

The students and teachers at SRA have been busy 
with various activities revolving around our drug 
prevention and awareness initiatives that have been 
part of our Red Ribbon Week program.   My favor-
ite activity was the “sock it to drug abuse” dress ac-
cessory day and of course seeing so many colorful 
sock combinations by students and teachers.  Thanks 
for all involved who faithfully help our students 
learn about staying safe from the dangers of drug 
use and abuse. 
 

Student safety is a priority at Saint Raphael. Please 
help us make your child’s education the best it can 
be by supporting our efforts regarding school safety.  
We routinely conduct Fire Drills, “Lock Down” In-
truder Drills, and Tornado/Earthquake Drills, but 
your help is needed with safety practices that we 
conduct everyday. When visiting during school 
hours, please park in the street or near the sidewalk 
on the Highfield side of the parking lot.  If you are 
parking your car during drop off, stay beyond the 
coned area of the lot.  No cars may be parked along 
Highfield during this time to allow for curb-side 
drop off. During pick-up times, driving on the lot is 
closely regulated.  Please watch carefully for direc-
tions from our traffic guides and please exit only 
when directed to do so.   

 

Mr. Abegg 

VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT 
 

This tournament is a fundraiser for the Epiphany 
Sports Association.  The proceeds will go towards 
the maintenance of the gym and fields as well as St. 
Raphael 8th Grade Mystery trip. 
 
 

The tournament is scheduled for Wednesday, No-
vember 2nd through Saturday, November 5th.  The 
entry fee for each team is $75.00 made payable to 
Epiphany Sports Association.  This is a recreational 
tournament and all participants must be age 18 or 
older.  It is always a great time! 
 
 

Please send your check and entry form to: 
 
 

  Toni Otis 
  4336 Oleatha Ave. 
  St. Louis, MO 63116 
  (314)322-0568 
  toni.otis@yahoo.com 
 

 

Team Name: _______________________________ 
 
 

Coach:  ___________________________________ 
 
 

Coach’s Phone Number: ______________________ 
 

 

Coach’s Address and Zip: _____________________ 
 

__________________________________________ 
 

 

Coach’s email address:  _______________________ 
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THIS WEEK IN THE CAFETERIA 

Monday,  

October 31 

Tuesday, 

November 1 

Wednesday, 

November 2 

Thursday, 

November 3 

Friday, 

November 4 
 

Spaghetti & Meat-
balls, Salad & Roll 

 
 

No School 

 

White Castle 
Wednesday 

 

 

Early Dismissal 

 

 

No School 

VETERANS’ MASS 
 

All veterans are invited to celebrate Mass with the 
students on Friday, November 11 at 8:00 am.  Mass 
will be followed by a reception in the school cafete-
ria. Veterans interested in participating in 
Mass and attending the reception should 
call the school office at 314-352-9474 and 
leave their name, branch of service, and the  
number of people attending. Please respond by Tues-
day, November 8. This event is hosted by the 5th 
grade students of St. Raphael.  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

6000 Jamieson Avenue ● St. Louis, MO 63109 ● Phone 314-352-9474 ● Fax  314-351-7477 

 Office Hours: M-F 7:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Mr. Abegg, abegg@straphaelarchangel.org ●Linda Mechler, secretary@straphaelarchangel.org 

REMINDER 
 

Dress Down Day privilege will be the first Wednes-
day of the month for all students who did not receive 
a demerit the prior month. This is an all-school privi-
lege. For Preschool - Grade 3, since demerits are not 
given, this is considered a “Positive Attitude” Dress 
Down Day for all students.  If you have any ques-
tions, please call the school office at 314-352-9474. 

GYM CLOSED 
 

The gym will be closed beginning Sunday, October 
30 through Sunday, November 7 to set up/clean up 
for the Black and Gold Auction.  If you have regular 
practices or meetings in the gym during that week, 
they will need to be rescheduled.  Thank you for 
your cooperation in this.  If you have any questions, 
please call the rectory at 314-352-8100. 

                         NOVEMBER LUNCH FORMS 
 

The November menu is now available on FastDirect. You can find the lunch menu by 
clicking on the calendar tab by my name in the planner section.  Please note, the first 
two days of December are included in this menu. Order forms are due to the office or 
my home (5833 Holly Hills) by Friday, November 4th.  
 
 

You may also download  an order form and view the calendar on the parish website at 
www.straphaelarchangel.org/lunch-room. 
 

Remember, if your child was absent on a day that he/she bought lunch, simply make a 
notation on the next months order form and deduct the amount. 
 
 

If you have any questions, please call Amy Ruggeri at 314-614-9148.  
 

UPDATING RECORDS 
 

Please take a moment to access your FastDirect ac-
count and update your family information profile. It 
is quick and easy and will go a long way in helping 
us to communicate better with every member of our 
school community.  Simply log in, on the “Home” 
page select “Display Parent Data” and update your 
data. We gather addresses, phone numbers and e-
mail information from the list.   If you have any 
questions, please call the school office at 314-352-
9474. 
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NEW THIS YEAR 

 

Goldendoodle Puppy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

And they call it puppy love!  This adorable 
creamy white puppy was born just eight weeks 
ago.  She is a F1B doodle, the smaller of the 
breed, and will weigh 40-45 pounds as an adult.  
She is up-to-date on her shots/worming. 
 
 

Goldendoodles are a hybrid breed started in 
England and originally bred as support dogs for 
owners who needed dogs with hypoallergenic 
coats.  They are virtually non-shed!  Golden-
doodles are intelligent and obedient family com-
panions.  They are very good with children and 
other pets and their eagerness to please makes 
them very easy to train.  You and your family 
will delight in this playful and loving new addi-
tion to your home.  Along with your puppy, you 
will receive one year’s worth of pet food cour-
tesy of Nestle Purina. 

AND DON’T FORGET THESE EXTRAS 
 

• Dress Down Day Pass for your child, $10 
•  50/50 raffle tickets…$20 each 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5 

THANK YOU 
Thank you to all the parishioners, school families and friends of St. Raphael that have donated items or 
made a contribution.  The response has been overwhelming!  The event is  officially “sold-out.”  If you 
would like your name added to a wait list in case of cancellations, please call the rectory. 

LIVE AUCTION ITEMS 
 

• They Call it Puppy Love 

• Two tickets to the 2012 NCAA Basketball 
Regionals - section 118 

• Blue Experience - 4 Plaza Level Tickets plus 
a ride on the Olympia Zamboni 

• Heavy Metal Arcade Game 

• Golfing in Forest Park 

• Dr. Jazz - Soda Jerk for a Day 

• Dinner at the Saracino Home for 10 people 
and Monsignor Breier 

• 2 “Green Seats” for a Cardinal Game 

• Life at the Lake 

• Four Course Dinner with wine pairings at 
Trattoria Marcella 

• Myrtle Beach Condo - March 17, 2012-
March 24, 2012 

• Happy Hour for 20 at Babes with catering 

• Mardi Gras Package 

• Golf at Sunset Hills Country Club 

• Football at the Edward Jones Dome 

• Cardinals game with Mayor Slay 

• Graduation Party Package 

• Get your message on the SRA sign 

• Block Party Package 

• Table Rock Lake Getaway 

• Disney Vacation Package 

• Firefighter for a Day 

• Poker Party 

• Box Seats at a Cardinal’s Game 

• Cooking School for 10 

• Poolside Dinner with the Dan & Kelly Har-
baugh and the Brian and Carol Vollmer 

• Bed and Breakfast and limo service for four 

 

5:30 pm - Doors open 

      Silent Auction 

      Hors d’oeuvres 

7:00 pm - Dinner 

8:45 pm - Live Auction  
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Monday, October 31 
 

Gym Closed All Week for Auction Set Up 

Halloween Accessory Day 

2nd Quarter Begins 
 

 

8:00 am - Church  School Mass Gr. 5-8 
7:00 pm - Cafeteria  Boy Scouts 
 

Tuesday, November 1 
 

All Saints Day - Holy Day of Obligation 

Gym Closed 

No School - Rectory Closed 
 

8:00 am - Chris’ Pancakes Breakfast Gathering 
1:30 pm - Cafeteria  Fifty Plus Club 
7:00 pm - Church  All Saints Mass 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, November 2 
 

All Souls Day 

Gym Closed 
 
 

8:00 am - Church  All School Mass 
3:00 pm - School  Little Angels 
3:15 pm - School  Karate Class 
6:00 pm - Cafeteria  Cardio/Step Class 
7:00 pm - Church  All Souls Mass 
7:00 pm - Rectory  Men’s Prayer Group 
 

Thursday, November 3 
 

Gym Closed 

Early Dismissal 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 

 

9:00 am - Rectory  Quilters 
 

Friday, November 4 
 

Gym Closed 

No School due to conferences 
 

8:30 am - Church  Adoration 
2:00 pm - Church  Benediction 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, November 5 
 
 

8:00 am - Cafeteria  Cardio/Step Class 
5:30 pm - Gym  Black & Gold Auction 
 

Sunday, November 6 
 
 

10:00 am - Rectory  Preschool Religion 
 

 

Please remember to schedule all events and prac-

tices with the rectory.   

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

We will have pictures taken by HR Imaging Part-
ners for an upcoming Parish Directory this Novem-
ber. So get ready to have your holiday pictures taken 
during the weekends of Nov. 12th, 19th and 26th.   Look 
for signups coming up in future bulletins. No pic-
tures will have to be ordered  at the time of picture 
taking. You will have an online opportunity to order 
pictures at your leisure.   

REST IN PEACE 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of all de-
ceased members of St. Raphael the Archangel Par-
ish, departed family members of our visitors and 
friends and all who have been called home by the 
Lord this past year. 
 

Joseph Auer 
Lawrence Auer 
Dolores Babel 
Don Backer 
James Bauer 
Yvonne Bausano 
Marjorie Beckerle 
Magedalen C. Brennan 
Herman Brinkmann 
Anne Marie Conroy 
John DeSpain, Sr. 
Leo Dugan 
Donald Fassel 
Dorothy Feldmeier 
Frank Fritz 
Gerald Ganz 
Michelle Gilmore 
Ann Goltschman 
Baby Scott Holdridge 
Ken Horn 
Louise Hutchison 
Thomas Imlay 
Charles Leighton 
Olivia Anna Loehr 
Elaine Lordo 
Patricia Lueken 
Andrew Luh 
James A. Lydon 
Mary MacDonald 
Rob MacDonald 
 

Ruth Marti 
Charles Mathis 
Jo Ann Matreci 
Marcia Matreci 
William E. Matthews 
James Mattingly 
John R. Menendez, Sr. 
Margaret O’Toole 
Delma Rose Pogue 
Joseph Rapisardo 
Thelma Riess 
Laura Riganti 
Suzanne Rucard 
Mathilda Rundle 
Cecilia Schmid 
Robert E. Schnorf 
Eugene Schuchardt 
Harold Sell 
Rosanna Sisca 
Ann B. Smith 
Anna Stecko 
Rosalind Steinkoetter 
Frances J. Tebben 
Lee Thomas 
Shawn Trares 
Julie Ventimiglia 
Flora Vivirito 
Theresa Wallner 
Glennon Warnecke 
Danica Willkomm 
Katherine Young 



 

The Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                   October 30, 2011

CHANGES IN THE MASS 

HOLY 

And with your spirit. 
 

Our Mass is written in Latin.  Since Latin is a dead language, no one can tamper with it by assigning new defi-
nitions to old words.  This assures the theological integrity of what we hear and say at Mass. The Second Vati-
can Council (1962-1965) made it possible that parts of, or even all of the Mass, could be said in the vernacu-
lar; therefore accurate translations from the Latin were to be produced. 
 

For over a thousand years, dating back as far as the 4th century, when the ordained minister addressed the 
faithful with “The Lord be with you,” the response was “And with your spirit.”  The Latin for this is “Et cum 
spiritu tuo.”  The Italians, for example, translated this properly as “E con il tuo spirit.”   The Spanish have “Y 
con tu espiritu.”  The English world, however, did not receive a proper translation.  We were given the more 
casual “And also with you.”  The up-and-coming corrected translation will not only reflect the Latin original, 
but will bring us closer to saying what our brothers and sisters throughout the world have long been saying in 
their languages.   
 

Why is this important? 
 

First of all, the current response, used for only the last forty years, negates the scriptural significance.  St Paul 
uses the words often:  He says goodbye to the Galatians with “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 
spirit” (Gal 6:18).  He tells his beloved disciple Timothy, “The Lord be with your spirit” (2 Tm 4:22).  There 
is also important theological significance.  The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) state 
that the liturgical dialogue in the Mass “is an exchange whereby all present – both Priest and congregation – 
ask that the Holy Spirit (whom we call “the Lord, the giver of life” in the Nicene Creed) establish a stronger 
communion among us.” 
 

In addition, according to the USCCB, for the congregation to answer the Priest, “And with your spirit,” is ac-
tually a theological statement about what we Catholics believe regarding ordained ministers.  No. 367 of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church speaks of how “spirit” can refer to an elevation of the soul, whereby the 
soul “is raised beyond all it deserves to communion with God.”  Through Holy Orders, Christ has forever con-
figured the Priest’s soul to Himself in a special way, by the power of the Holy Spirit.  By specifically referenc-
ing the Priest’s spirit, we can affirm this transformation and pray for his ministry. 
 

The response occurs five times:  at the Introductory Rite, the Gospel, the beginning of the Eucharistic Prayer, 
the Sign of Peace, and at the conclusion of Mass.  We’re all of course accustomed to saying “And also with 
you,” but time will break us of that habit as we repeat more and more the beautiful response Holy Mother 
Church requests --- And with your spirit. 
 

Deacon Kevin Drew 


